
STATE OF MAINE       Docket No. 2002-162 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION     
         December 7, 2004 
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION    ORDER EXTENDING 
Procedures for Conservation Program    CONTRACT FOR 
Planning        HIGH PERFORMANCE 
         SCHOOL PROGRAM 
 
 

WELCH, Chairman; DIAMOND and REISHUS, Commissioners 
 
I. SUMMARY 
 
 We adopt a Staff recommendation to extend the contract with Combined 
Energies for technical advisory services to the Efficiency Maine “High Performance 
Schools Program.” 
 
II. BACKGROUND 
 
 In November of 2003, we approved a one-year extension of the contract with 
Combined Energies to act as technical advisor to the High Performance School 
Program.  This contract expires on December 31, 2004.  Staff recommends extending 
the contract for an additional year.  Although Combined Energies has been working with 
planners of new schools during the past year, the long-term nature of designing and 
constructing new schools means many of these projects have yet to be completed.  In 
reviewing the program, the timetable for new schools appears to be a minimum of three 
years and the need to have a consistent presence working with school planners is 
critical.  The quality work performed by Combined Energies has made this a successful 
program to date.  During the past year they have met with the most of architects and 
engineers who design schools in the State.  They completed a study for the Department 
of Education concerning roof design which provided significant information for future 
design of all schools in Maine.  They have completed one school project and have four 
under review with twelve in earlier stages.  To re-bid this contract, and possibly have to 
introduce a new program technical advisor at the midpoint of some reviews would be 
counterproductive to the program. 
 
 Because of changes to the State buildings requirements guideline ASHRAE 90-
1, which will now require buildings to be 20% more efficient, the program will see major 
design changes in 2005.  This redesign of the program will require a complete 
understanding of the existing program and again lends itself well to the expertise 
demonstrated by Combined Energies. 
 
 This extension will require no additional funds beyond what we have previously 
approved.  The balance of the approved funds as of December 2004 is $88,441.21 and, 
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after reviewing the billable work performed by Combined Energies for the previous 
contract period, represents an acceptable amount for the contract. 
 
III. DECISION 
 
 We direct the staff to negotiate an additional one-year extension to the Combined 
Energies contract.  
 
 
 
 
 

Dated at Augusta, Maine, this 7th day of December, 2004. 
 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Dennis L. Keschl 

Administrative Director 
 
 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS VOTING FOR: Welch 
            Diamond 
            Reishus 
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NOTICE OF RIGHTS TO REVIEW OR APPEAL 
 
 5 M.R.S.A. § 9061 requires the Public Utilities Commission to give each party to 
an adjudicatory proceeding written notice of the party's rights to review or appeal of its 
decision made at the conclusion of the adjudicatory proceeding.  The methods of review 
or appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an adjudicatory proceeding are as 
follows: 
 
 1. Reconsideration of the Commission's Order may be requested under 

Section 1004 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure (65-407 
C.M.R.110) within 20 days of the date of the Order by filing a petition with the 
Commission stating the grounds upon which reconsideration is sought. 

 
 2. Appeal of a final decision of the Commission may be taken to the Law 

Court by filing, within 21 days of the date of the Order, a Notice of Appeal with 
the Administrative Director of the Commission, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 
1320(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Appellate Procedure. 

 
 3. Additional court review of constitutional issues or issues involving the 

justness or reasonableness of rates may be had by the filing of an appeal with 
the Law Court, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 1320(5). 

 
Note: The attachment of this Notice to a document does not indicate the Commission's 

view that the particular document may be subject to review or appeal.  Similarly, 
the failure of the Commission to attach a copy of this Notice to a document does 
not indicate the Commission's view that the document is not subject to review or 
appeal. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


